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Demonstrating once again her gift for spellbinding storytelling, Anne Rice makes real for us a great

dynasty of four centuries of witches - a family given to poetry and incest, murder and philosophy, a

family that over the ages is itself haunted by a powerful, dangerous, and seductive being called

Lasher who haunts the Mayfair women.... Moving in time from today's New Orleans and San

Francisco to long-ago Amsterdam and the France of Louis XIV, from the coffee plantations of

Port-au-Prince to Civil War New Orleans and back to today, Anne Rice has spun a mesmerizing tale

that challenges everything we believe in.
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This may be my all time favorite book. Ever. I first read this book when I was 9 years old. I skimmed

through it, reading bits and pieces. As I got older, I kept picking this book up and re-reading it,

gleaning more and more of the information contained within the text. So many different stories, so

many different characters. I remember re-enacting some of the stories with my dolls.This novel is

epic, both in length and in the story. Dr. Rowan Mayfair discovers that she is adopted several years

after the death of her adoptive parents and after the death of her biological mother, a woman she

never even knew existed. Rowan is an heiress to a massive fortune and a large mansion in the

Garden District in New Orleans. Along with the house and fortune, Rowan inherits a massive family

with a long and twisted history and a family ghost.Maybe I love this novel because I too, am

adopted. I think every adopted child fantasizes about their biological parents,, imagining them to be

someone famous, royalty or very wealthy. Anne Rice created a character that seems absolutely real



from the beginning, coming alive off the page and turning into a living, breathing woman before your

eyes.All of Anne Rice's characters throughout the novel have a tendency to leap off the page and

become real for the reader. I can almost hear their voices, accents and inflections in the dialogue,

as if I was watching a mini-series in my head. With each re-read of this book, I enjoy it more and

more. With each turn of the very last page, I feel as though I have uncovered yet another dark

secret from within the novel. A sense of accomplishment comes every time I read the last few

words.

If I can sum up this books in a few words I would, but I cannot. It would not do this book any justice

to give you a few simple descriptive words on how much I loved this book. Mrs. Rice has out done

herself once again, by creating an entire world for us to dwell in and stretch our imaginations even

further. Her mastery of the unknown, description, and the undead is a tremendous gift. The Witching

Hour kept me glued from the very first page to the very last. She has weaved an entire family history

with so many "magikal-skeletons", a prime time televison mini-series would be the perfect display of

the magnificence of this novel. The Witching Hour in short, is one big history book. It details the past

and current adventures of the family Mayfair, that through the years have amassed great wealth,

magic, and influence from an entity known as Lasher to their kin. However, in the old tradition of

witch covens - there can only be one who sits at the head of the family - and she is Deidre Mayfair

and she is about to die. Her daugher, Rowan Mayfair,whom was taken away at the moment of her

birth, never to know her family, has come back to claim what's rightfully hers. However,

unbeknownst to Rowan, there's more to this family that meets the eye. We come to find that only

women can inherit the role of the head witch of the family, but all is not as it seems because there is

a power at work that is claiming this family into it's insestous ways to make the most powerful family.

Through a mystical and magikal journey into the dark beginings of this family's history, you come to

know the most powerful witches of the clan. In a word-Julien..mesmerizing. When you read this you

will know what i mean.
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